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Winter 2012 REFLECTIONS 
Lake Chelan School District  

Re-Visioning Process drawing 
to a conclusion 

After 2 community meetings, 1 all staff meeting 
and 2 additional sub-committee meetings, the re-
visioning process is coming to a point of placing 
the ideas from the various meetings into a final 
Vision Document that will be used as a filter 
when making decision and moving forward with 
new initiatives, programs and funding.  

Close to 200 people gave some form of input 
into this final document. What an amazing testi-
mony to our community’s commitment and in-
volvement in our schools. We examined five 
areas;  Academics, Facilities, Technology, 
Parent and Student Support Services and 
Community  & Business Partnerships. 

We will be taking the final document to the 
school board on Tuesday, February 28th where 
we are hoping to get approval to use this as our 
Continuous Improvement Plan 
over the next few years. The plan 
will be re-visited at least once 
each year and revised as needed. 
We will also make the Lake Che-
lan School District Continuous 
Improvement Plan available on 
our website and at the district 
office for the public. 
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Inside Stories 

CMS – Highly Capable Program 
Recently the students involved in the middle school Highly Capable Pro-
gram took part in a presentation by Rich Lienesch with the Museum of 
Flight. Mr. Lienesch brought his travelling planetarium to the foyer of the 
Community Gym. The students enjoyed several astronomy lessons, in-
cluding building their own refracting telescope and a PowerPoint presen-
tation on the scientific sky. Inside the Planetarium, students were able to 
view the universe in fast motion, planets up close and witness a meteor 
shower.  

Another activity in December included a technology clinic. Students 
learned about the hardware inside a computer and about the software 
needed to write computer programs. Application included writing a com-
puter program, making a movie and creating a comic book character.  

In late January the students will be visiting Wenatchee Valley College for 
a presentation on geology, earth science and meteorology. A field trip to 
Leavenworth for a nature & art lesson is planned for February. 

Monthly field trips and STEM projects (science, technology, engineering 
and math) are the focus of this program at the middle school.   

~ Terrie Carleton, CMS Highly Capable Advisor 

One of our major themes is to 
be a strong Learning Organiza-
tion. I believe this document, and its focus on continuous improvement, will help us 
strengthen this learning culture in our district. Thank you to all who have provided input into 
this process. Because of you, our district will be stronger and more focused on goals that will 
truly make a difference for our students, staff, parents and community. 

Rob Manahan, Superintendent 



The State Supreme Court Decision recently handed down, says 
that our state has not been fulfilling its constitutional duty to 
fully and amply fund our public education system. Of course, 
this decision will result in many challenges and questions as to 
the wisdom of investing in education – especially when we 
typically hear how poorly our schools are doing. I admit I get a 
bit defensive when I hear people say our schools are not doing 
well. In fact, our schools are doing better today than ever be-
fore. 
 
One of my favorite anecdotes is a New York Times story which 
noted that, "A large majority [of incoming college stu-
dents]...could not identify such names as Abraham Lin-
coln....Some students believed that George Washington was 
president during the War of 1812...and St. Louis was placed on 
the Pacific Ocean, Lake Huron, the Atlantic Ocean."  
 
Sounds like today's typical bashing, doesn’t it? But guess what 
— this New York Times story was published in 1943!  
 
Today’s test scores, by most accounts, prove that our students 
are learning more, taking many more advanced classes, and are 
better educated than ever before. For Example: 
 
NATIONWIDE: 

According to the U.S. Department of Commerce, Census 
Bureau, Current Population Survey, the school dropout rate 
has been declining since 1972. African American, Hispanic, 
and Native American graduation rates are improving the 
fastest. 

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
scores in 4th- and 8th-grade math and reading have never 
been higher than they are today. 

 
STATEWIDE:  

For the eighth consecutive year, Washington students have 
scored above the national average on the ACT, which 
measures college and career readiness. Students in the class 
of 2011 finished ahead of 41 other states, with an average 
composite score of 22.8. 

For the eighth consecutive year, Washington students had 
the highest average SAT scores in the nation among states where 
more than half the eligible students took the tests. And Wash-
ington students scored higher in critical reading, math, and 
writing than all other states in which at least 25 percent of stu-
dents tested. (The percentage of students tested is significant 
because generally the more students who test, the lower their 
scores.) 

According to OSPI, Washington’s on-time high school grad-
uation rate was 76.5 percent in 2010, which is a 3 percent 
increase over the on-time rate of 73.5 percent for those in 
the Class of 2009.  

DISTRICT-WIDE: 
Received either state or national recognition for improvement the 

past five years in a row 
Washington State Achievement Award – “Overall Excellence”  
AP History Courses: Dramatic increase in the number of students 

earning scores of 3 or better guaranteeing college credit internation-
ally                                       

Mathematics: More students enrolled and passing rigorous course 
work at CHS (100 more students taking Algebra II compared to 5 
years ago) 

 77% of those surveyed in spring 2011 gave Chelan Schools an ‘A or 
B’ grade.  

 Increased Math scores in 5 of 7 grades on the MSP (state assess-
ment) 

 Bronze Award for 5-10% improvement in Math for migrant stu-
dents on our state math test 

 27% cohort growth for 6-7th grade math students on our state as-
sessment. 

Highest number of UW College in the High School Math courses 
than any other school in the state 

CHS had the Highest graduation rate of all GEAR-UP Schools 
along the HWY 97 corridor 

 100% of our students applied for Post High School Education/
Training. 

 
My point is this: It makes sense to invest in a system that is continuing 
to improve and do so with more challenges, less money and through 
greater efficiencies. We are doing many, many things that are RIGHT 
in education. Most importantly, we are helping the next generation 
gain the tools and resources to reach their dreams and contribute in a 
positive way to our society. Yes, we have many challenges and we need 
to acknowledge them and do our best to overcome them. But we also 
have much to celebrate! Let’s be sure to get that message out as well! 
 
As always, thank you for your continued support and involvement in 
your schools. 

Rob Manahan 
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WHAT’S RIGHT WITH  
TODAY’S SCHOOLS? 



 Rayetta Browne stopped by MOE 6 years ago after retiring from the Orondo School District, to 
offer her services as a volunteer. Since that time she has become a very important part of what hap-
pens in our 2nd Grade Bilingual classroom. She is like a ray of sunshine. She is fun, dedicated and 
caring. Her main goal is to work with the kids to help them improve their English language skills. 
Over the years she has made an impact on countless children. Her former students often stop by to 
give her a hug.  

When I asked her recently what makes 
her keep coming so faithfully year after 
year, she replied “the kids totally enter-

tain me!”  On a more serious side, she loves to see the joy they have in their 
progress. She helps the kids monitor and graph their growth in English 
reading fluency. One of the ways she makes their progress even more tangi-
ble is by recording them reading a passage at the beginning of the year and 
then again at the end of the year. The kids then listen to both recordings 
and get those big grins when they realize what better readers they have be-
come! (Priceless!)  

Mrs. Browne moved from the Seattle area with her husband John and they 
have made Chelan their home for the past 12 years. She is full of energy and 
her enthusiasm is contagious. The kids love seeing her and will often want 
to be the first one to read with her. She uses her many skills and training to 
address the needs of every student and finds ways to make vocabulary more 
real.  

Her help is invaluable and greatly appreciated.  She is modeling to them what it is like to be a lifelong learner.  
~ Marie Alice Hurst, 2nd grade teacher 

I have had two volunteers for about 5 years who faithfully come in once a week all year long! They are not parents. They are retired from 
their former jobs and were looking for a way to give back to their community.  

Laura Larson and Ron Huffer are whom I consider my “team teaching staff”. Their teaching includes sight word building by reading 
and writing new vocabulary. Students also use  vocabulary by reading their newly learned words in books. They keep parents informed 
about which new words their child is working on. 

I honestly could not get through a lot of curriculum without their efforts. They truly take their responsibility seriously and want each stu-
dent to succeed. They share their successes and concerns with me each time they visit the classroom. Their warmth and energy is felt by 
every student and I am fortunate to have them be an important addition to our classroom. 

~Kathie Morrison, 2nd grade Teacher 

Reading Volunteers at MOE are there Rain or Shine 
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The Reading Buddies program is still going strong this 
year.  Seventh and eighth grade CMS Leadership students 
visit Mrs. Hurst’s second grade class every Friday to read 
books together.  The middle schoolers help the second 
graders with reading comprehension and then they take AR 
quizzes together on the books they read.  Friday, January 
13th, instead of the usual Reading Buddies day, the two 
classes did a craft together in honor of Martin Luther King 
Day.  With their “buddy,” students traced their hands on 
different colors of construction paper, cut them out, glued 
them together, and then glued a quote from Martin Luther 
King onto each hand.  They spent some time talking about 

the meaning of the quotes they chose.  Next, students wrote a dream they have for the world down on a little piece of paper.  In the hall-
way, students hung up their hands and their dreams, making a heart shape.  What a wonderful time together!   
         ~Kim Green, Chelan Middle School English Teacher 
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Exciting Enrichment  
Students at MOE and CMS found no shortage of choices in the 26  
Afters Enrichment classes offered so far this year:   
 Junior Chef and Tasty Treats appealed to budding cooks.  
 Crafty Kids, Clay and Ceramics, Comic Strip Art and 3-D Art 

appealed to our artists. 
Junior Ranger and Ooey Gooey Science had kids exploring. 
Marimba Band called out to music makers. 
Salsa to Swing and Get Busy got kids moving. 
Reader’s Theatre and Photography gave kids the chance to be 
creative.   

 
In February and March, we add several new selections to the mix:   
A Beautiful Lake gives students a chance to participate in an original pageant about Lake Chelan.  The dynamic Girls 
on the Run program and Indoor-Outdoor Soccer are a few other new offerings for the winter session.  There is truly 
something for everyone in Afters Enrichment!   

 
Coming Up in Afters Enrichment… 

Afters for Families - March 13, from 5:30 – 8:30pm for  Afters activities that the whole family can enjoy!    

Academic Assistance  
Under the TARGET Afters umbrella, there are three programs that focus on providing ex-
tra assistance to students in reading or math.  Altogether, there are 32 different Academic 
Afters classes offered, which will provide an additional 70+ hours of instruction this year 
for students needing extra help.  
 
TARGET Afters at MOE is helping 185 students with specific targeted math or language 
arts lessons.  

TARGET Afters at CMS engages over 50 students in 
math.   
 
Imagine Learning - English, a computer-based lan-
guage acquisition program that involves 100 students in 
exploring language and literacy.   
 
Coming Up in TARGET Afters… 
TARGET and Imagine Learning classes are ongoing 
through May 10. 
Love and Logic Parenting classes - Feb 27 - March 26  
Call Lesley Van Over at 682-4031 for further information. 
 

Something for Everyone in Afters 

LAKE CHELAN VALLEY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

Will soon start taking applications for the next Habitat home to be built in Manson. 
To qualify:  Applicants must be legal residents of the USA 
        Applicants must have been residents of the Lake Chelan Valley area served by the Chelan and Manson School 
         Districts for a minimum of one year 
To Apply: Applications are only available at informational meetings where information is available in English and Spanish. 

Meeting #1 Feb 7th, 7pm at Manson Grange Hall Meeting #2 Feb 9th, 7pm at Chelan Fire Hall Meeting Room 
 
Contacts: Linda Van Lunsen 393-1950 Salomon Mendoza 682-4367 Leah Thompson 682-4649 
   Dell Reyes 682-2974  Abel Hernandez 860-3348  Cindy Davis 264-6266  
         Alice Killian 687-3378 
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Dedicated Staff, Volunteers, and  
    Community Links! 
The success of the Afters program depends largely on commu-
nity involvement. The Afters program has over 50 part-time 
employees including school and community members interest-
ed in making a difference for kids.   
 
In addition, 17 community businesses partner with our TAR-
GET Afters program in TARGET Afters Community Links Pro-
ject to give kids the opportunity to apply real-world connections 
to the reading and math they do in Afters.   
 
The rich Afters offerings are, in part, supported by local levy 
funds.  They showcase what a vibrant, creative, child-centered 
community we live in.  There are opportunities for additional 
people to become involved in Afters.  Contact Lesley Van Over 
for information. (682-4031 ext. 260) 
 
Submitted by Lesley Van Over, Afters Program Director 

Inspire an 8th grader to follow his/her dreams 
Dear Community Member,  
 My name is Jesi Lingo. I am the school counselor at Chelan Middle School. Part of my job is to educate and expose our middle 
school students to various careers and career paths. This spring I would like to focus on education after high school. This is where I am 
hoping you can help me. Last year, I launched a program where community members who graduated from a 4 year college wrote a letter 
to a random 8th grade student explaining what college meant to them and how it helped them in life. In addition, to help get the students 
excited, I asked each community member who wrote a letter to donate a t-shirt from their college or university to give to the student who 
received their letter.  
 This year I am going to do things a bit differently. Since there are so many people with wisdom to offer, not just people with 
four year degrees, I would like to invite anyone with education or training past high school to participate. So, if you or someone you 
know has a two year degree, education through the military or a four year degree, please join me in writing a letter that explains how that 
education has helped you, enriched your life and opened doors. In addition, please, donate a t-shirt from your community/technical col-
lege, university or military branch to go to the student who receives your letter.  

This year we have about 112 eighth grade students, so this project will definitely need our community support. Last year, we had 
a slight shortage of participants so if anyone would like to donate more than one t-shirt it is appreciated, however NOT required. With 
the extra donations from our participants and Wal-Mart last year we were able to give each student a t-shirt and letter.  
 If you would like to be a part of this program, please contact 
me at your earliest convenience. The due date for the letter and t-shirt is 
May 15th, 2012. While the due date is a ways in the future, please feel 
free to turn your letters in as soon as possible. I am going to ask that 
everyone buy a large size t-shirt, with only ten volunteers to buy 5 XL 
and 5 XXL t-shirts (if you would like to do this, please confirm with me 
first). Thank you for helping me to encourage our students to new pos-
sibilities and dreams.  
Sincerely,  
Jesi Lingo, CMS Counselor lingoj@chelanschools.org 
682-4061 



Congratulations Congratulations Congratulations    

Cameron!!!Cameron!!!Cameron!!! 

 Cameron Roberts is one of 10 
Grand Prize Winners in the nationwide 
Scholastic Art One-Sheet Comic Con-
test, sponsored by Scholastic Art Mag-
azine, an educational visual arts publi-
cation published by Scholastic Inc. 

 Scholastic Art received nearly 1500 entries to this con-
test from students in Grades 4-12. 

 A panel of professors and distinguished alumni from 
the prestigious Center for Cartoon Studies in White River 
Junction, Vermont reviewed each entry and selected the 
winners. 

 Each of the Grand Prize Winners will receive a prize 
pack of Prismacolor art supplies, courtesy of Prismacolor. 
The winning comics will also be published on 
www.scholastic.com/art   

Tara Welty 
Editor - Scholastic ART  

Hispanic	Advisory	Council	

A Hispanic Advisory Council meeting was held on 
Jan 6th at MOE.  There were introductions of 
school contacts and information on resources and 
services in the community. Dinner was served and 
there was a piñata for the young kids.  About 70-80 
people attended 

Joanna Suarez gave a great speech to help par-
ents and students get ready for the realities of col-
lege.  Parents and students got into small groups 
to discuss concerns, what they like in the district, 
future ideas and ask questions. This was an im-
portant meeting in the re-visioning process. 

Jim Colbert, School 
Board chairman and 
Rob Manahan, Superin-
tendent attended the 
meeting and said that it 
was well organized and 
the food was delicious! 
Rob thanked Liz Juarez 
for organizing the even-
ing and feels that it is a 
good start to a flow of 
information.   
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SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 

  Jim Colber              colber j@chelanschools.org 

  Siri Tist     tist‐wyants@chelanschools.org 

  Ken Br nner              br nnerk@chelanschools.org 

  Ly da Foster        fosterl@chelanschools.org 

  Elizabeth Juarez   juareze@chelanschools.org 



Chelan Preparatory night school students 
shared their annual Christmas fiesta with school 
officials and many of the students’ friends and 
families. The main dish once again was a deli-
cious pot of Birria served in bags tied up with 
string. The menu was created by the students, 
who also prepared the majority of the meal. 
Everyone enjoyed the fresh tortillas and the 
traditional Tres Leches cake. The students also 
created beautiful festive decorations for the 
cafeteria.  When the meal was finished, the ta-
bles were cleared away for an impromptu game 
of basketball. The Christmas fiesta is always a 
very meaningful event for the students who 
do not have any family members in this 
community.    

Estudiantes de la escuela nocturna de la Preparatoria de Che-
lan compartieron su fiesta annual de Navidad con los funcionarios esco-
lares y muchos de los amigos de los estudiantes y sus familias. El plato 
principal, una vez más fue una olla deliciosa de Birria servido en bol-
sas atadas con una cuerda. El menú fue creado por los estudiantes,quienes 
también prepararon la mayoría de la comida. Todos disfrutaron de las tortil-
las frescas y el pastel de Tres Leches tradicional. Los estudiantes también 
crearon hermosas decoraciones festivas para la cafetería. Cuando la 
comida se terminó, las mesas se disiparon para un improvisado partido 
de baloncesto. La fiesta de Navidad es siempre un acontecimiento muy sig-
nificativo para los estudiantes que no tienen miembros de la familia en esta 
comunidad. 

I am very happy to announce that the Chelan Interact Club, in 
conjunction with the Lake Chelan Rotary, has raised $3277.57 
for the ShelterBox organization.  This money will be used to 
pay for 3 ShelterBoxes which will be distributed around the 
world when natural disasters leave people homeless.  The most 
recent ShelterBox deployment has been to Brazil, where severe 
flooding has taken people’s homes.  If you would like to know 
more, visit www.shelterboxusa.org     

As part of this event, I stayed in a ShelterBox tent in front of 
the Chelan High School for 54 hours and 37 minutes.   I want 
to sincerely thank all my fellow Chelan Schools employees and 
Rotarians for your kind words of support, stopping by and 
visiting me, and all the yummy treats that you  brought by the 
tent.  It really says a lot about how great a community we live 
in that a small town of 3,500 people can raise nearly $3,300 for 
a great cause.   

Scott Raab  
Athletic Director / Assistant Principal 
Chelan High School 
 

Annual Christmas Fiesta hosted by Chelan Preparatory High School 
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Story submitted by CPHS teacher ~ Karen Crowell 
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PERMIT NO. 3 

Stay Updated with Chelan School District on the Internet!! 
Check the Chelan School District webpage at www.chelanschools.org for links to schools bulletins, lunch menus, parent infor-
mation, the Superintendent’s message, Board information, calendars, forms, links to Skyward and Facebook, and upcoming events on a 
Tandem calendar. 

UPCOMING EVENTS is a calendar that you 
can check for events throughout the district.  Click 
on any event in blue and it will take you to a 
monthly calendar.  In the upper right corner, 
you can sign up to filter and track events. 
Your personal setting can have updates sent direct-
ly to your phone or e-mail. 

PARENT CORNER has calendars, newsletters, 
school links, handbooks, notifications and much 
more! 

SKYWARD allows family access to MS and HS 
student grades, assignments, and information about 
school meal accounts.  Get Family Access from 
your student’s advisor. 

There is so much information on the main website 
and all of the school websites to cover in one article 
in the newsletter.  

Visit www.chelanschools.org and discover infor-
mation for yourself and tell your friends and neigh-
bors. 

~ Georgia Mashayekh  
mashayekhg@chelanschools.org 

CHELAN HS BLACKHORN DRAMA GUILD PERFORMS: 
CHS Performing Arts Center 

Feb 3 & 4 at 7:30pm 

Feb 5 at 2:00pm 
 
Ticket Prices: 
Adults $ 5.00 
Students and Senior Citizens $ 3.00 

CAST: 
Kailen Swensen  Harry Cogswell 
Dylan Sherman  Sarah Kunkel 
Cheyenne Crose  Samirah Mashayekh  
Romaine Doty  Hailey Allen 
Marta Vegdahl-Crowell Natalie Murray 
Rhiannon Davis  Emma Elsner 
Lilly Nelmida  Javier Navarro 
Maria Bradley  Hannah Hunter 


